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Amendments to the Claims 

Amendments to the claims are reflected in the following listing of claims, which 
replaces all prior versions of the claims. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An object distribution system for distributing access to 
objects, wherein the objects reside on one or more computers attached to a network, the system 
comprising: 

a first computer in communication with the network; wherein the first computer 

comprises: 

a client program; 
a distributor program; 

a first object proxy, wherein the first object proxy is associated with a first 
object resident on a second computer in communication with the network; and 

a second object proxy, wherein the second object proxy is associated with 
a second object resident on the second computer; 

wherein the first object and the second object are part of an object group 
comprising a plurality of objects, each of the plurality of objects being configured to perform a 
particular function, suc h that the first object which is associated with the first object proxy, and 
the second object, w hich is associated with the second object proxy, perform the same function; 
and 

wherein the distributor program selects between the first and the second objoet 
objects, bas ed on a round robin al gorithm, to perform the function for the client program; and 

wherein th e distributor program selects the first object to perform the function for 
the client program only when the first object is available: and 

an object request broker in communication with the first computer and configured 
to send a message to the second computer, the message being related to the function. 
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2. (Canceled) 

3 . (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the first and the second object proxies 
are maintained in a cache associated with the distributor program, 

4. (Original) The system of claim 3> wherein the distributor program checks to 
determine if the first object is available. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the distributor program identifies the 
first and the second objects as providing the function and associates the first and the second 
objects in an object group. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 6, wherein the distributor program identifies the 
first and the second objects using a naming service. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the first and the second objects are 
CORBA compliant. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the distributor program provides for 
both fine and coarse balancing of object distribution. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) An object distribution system for controlling load 
distribution during access to objects resident on one or a plurality of computers attached to a 
communication network, the system comprising: 

a client computer attached to the network, wherein a client program is resident on 
the client computer; 

a first server attached to the network, wherein a first object is resident on the first 

server; 

a second server attached to the network, wherein a second object is resident on the 
second server, and wherein the first and the second objects are part of an object group 



PAGE 5/10 ■ RCVD AT 11/16/2005 6:33:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 » ONIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):0240 



NOV. 1 6. 2005 5:35PM 



TOWNSEND & TOWNS END 



NO. 9307 P. 6" 



Appl. No. 09/905,384 



PATENT 



Amdt dated November 16, 2005 

Amendment under 37 CFR 1.116 Expedited Procedure Examining Group 2195 

comprising a plurality of objects, each of the plurality of objects being configured to perform a 
particular function, such that the first object, which is associated with a first object proxy on the 
client computer, and the second object, which is associated with a second object proxy on the 
client computer, perform the same function: and 

an object request broker configured to pass requests to the selected object from 
the client program; 

wherein the client computer comprises: 

a first object proxy associated with the first object; 

a second object proxy associated with the second object; and 



selecting between the first and the second ebtee tobjects, based on a round robin 
algorithm, to perform the function for the client program, wherein the requests are passed 
from the client program, program: and 

wherein the distributor program selects the first object to perform the 
function for the client program only when the first object is available. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 0, wherein the distributo r program 
function balances access between the first and the second objects. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the distributor function balances 
loading across the first and the second servers. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the distributor program identifies the 
first and the second objects as providing the function and associates the first and the second 
objects in an object group. 

14. . (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the distributor program identifies the 
first and the second objects using a naming service. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the first and the second objects are 
CORBA compliant 



a distributor program for receiving requests- 




and for 



PAGE 6/10 * RCVD AT 11116/2005 6:33:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/24 ■* DNIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):0240 



NOV. 1 6. 2005 5:35PM TOWNSEND & TOWNS END 



NO. 9307 P. 1 



Appl. No. 09/905,384 PATENT 
Aradt dated November 16, 2005 

Amendment under 37 CFR 1,116 Expedited Procedure Examining Group 2195 

16. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the distributor program provides for 
both fine and coarse balancing of object distribution. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented m ethod for balancing obj ect 
and/or server loads across a communication network, wherein the method comprises; 

receiving at a client computer a request for a function from a requesting program 
resident on the client computer; 

s e l e cting selecting, w ith a distributor program resident on the client Compute rLand 
based on a selection al gorithm, an object to provide the function, wherein the selection involves 
distributing requests for the function across a plurality of objects that are part of an object group. 
each of the plurality o f objects in the object group being configured to perform a particular 
function, such that each of the plurality of objects performs the same p roviding tho function; and 

providing with an object request broker a reference to the selected object to the 
requesting program, wherein the requesting program can access the selected object to perform 
the function using the reference; 

wherein the plurality of objects comprises a first object and a second object, and 
the client computer comprises a first proxy object associated with the first object and a second 
proxy object associated with the second-ebiee fr object; 

wherein the client computer is a first computer and the selected object is resident 
on a second computer. 

wherein the function is performed on the second computer and the results of the 
function are communicated to the requesting program: and 

wherein the distributor checks each of the objects in the group of objects to 
determine if the objects are available 

18.— 20. (Canceled) 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim4£r 17. wherein the distributor 
program selects an object to perform the function from a group of objects which perform the 
function. 
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22. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the distributor identifies objects 
which perform the function and associates the objects in the group of objects. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the distributor queries a CORBA 
compliant naming service to identify the objects that perform the function. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the object request broker 
resides on the first computer. 
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